
JOYful 
Shout 

A divinely called and scripturally or-

dained ministry has been provided by 

our Lord for the fourfold purpose of 

leading the Church in: 

1. Evangelization of the world. Mark 

16:15-20 

2. Building a body of saints being 

perfected in the image of His Son. 

Ephesians 4:11-16 

3. Meeting human need with minis-

tries of love and compassion. Ga-

latians 2:10, 6:10 

For additional scripture references, a full 

transcript of this truth, and more about 

our beliefs visit https://ag.org/Beliefs/

Statement-of-Fundamental-Truths 

Good morning! Happy thanks-giving month. Thanks for joining us for our Sun-
day worship service. We’ve got some fun events coming up that you can read 
about in this month’s edition of the JOYful Shout, plus a devotional and a recap 
of October’s events. As we head toward the Thanksgiving holiday, we remem-
ber all of our blessings, especially our church family. What are some things that 
you are thankful for? Use our thanks-giving calendar on the last page of the 
newsletter to take part in our month long giving thanks challenge.  

Pastor’s Corner 
We need people in our lives, people who know us, love us, and remind us of 
who we really are. Come explore what happens when we let others in - it’s 
better together. Here are some thoughts 
as we walk into our November series, 
TwoGather. “Where two or more are 
gathered in my name THERE I WILL BE 
ALSO” Matt.18:20. You will never do the 
right thing without the right people 
around you; all we need is the right peo-
ple. The question is, who are the right 
people? “Since we are all one body in Christ, we belong together. And each of us 
needs all the others.” Romans 12:5. We all need a place to belong  where every-
body knows your name, and that place is your church family. 

Be sure to invite your friends and family to join us for this amazing series! 

Pastor Caleb & Pastor Shayna 

DEVOTIONAL Thanksgiving by Rosa Kingsbury 

Usually when one thinks of 
Thanksgiving it is thoughts 
of family gatherings and 
huge dinners that come to 
mind. In fact, I have those 
memories too. However, 
when asked if I might have 
a story to tell, my mind 
dashed out the door. My 

memories of Thanksgiving are more about the countryside 

than the traditional family gatherings. Indiana has a beauti-
ful, colorful fall season. In October trees are aflame with 
red, orange and yellow leaves against a back drop of bril-
liant blue sky. By Thanksgiving, though, the countryside is 
bedded down for winter.  

This particular year the leaves had all fallen, the creek beds 
were dry, and my mother’s vegetable garden barren. There 
was a chill in the air that warned of winter.  It brought out 
a sad lonely feeling until, with the trees stripped of their 
leaves, the forest opened up. The animals that were com-
pletely hidden all summer became more  cont on p 2                   
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We had a fabulous summer and a spectacular fall season. Snow 
is nearly upon us, though, and it’s time to think about digging 
out our winter gear, changing tires, and shoveling sidewalks. 
Ready or not we are headed into the holiday season. I hope 
you’re eating your Wheaties because you’re going to need them. 
Before the seasonal hubbub, though, let’s take a moment to re-
flect and give thanks for all God has done for us so far this year. 

Home Groups: Last month the home groups joined forces for 
s’mores and Bible study at the 
Bialik’s. It was chilly, but everyone 
stayed toasty warm around the 
fire pit. Thank you  to all of you 

who joined us. The Eastside 
group will meet the 2nd and 
4th Sundays of the month, 
and the Westside group will 
meet the 1st and 3rd Sundays 
of the month. We are continuing our study on the book of Mark. 

MOPS/MOMSNEXT: Our MOPS/MOMSNEXT moms had a great 
October of fellowship and learning. This month they are going to 
be learning about grace filled parenting. They’ll learn how to 

DEVOTIONAL cont from p 1 

visible.  Cotton tail rabbits and deer came out into the corn fields 
to feed. You could see through the leafless  forest to the fence 
rows beyond. Each season I watched those fence rows praying I 
would see something special. The best surprise of all was when a 
male pheasant appeared. He was living his first season in his 
own territory. Young, full of pride, dazzling in his array of colors 

he could 
have 
been any 
Biblical 
king; Sol-
omon in 
all his 
splendor 

was not arrayed as beautifully as this beast. He flew at me,  

screaming his protest at my presence. He flew so low over me 
that I felt the warmth of his pumping wings. I saw in the pheas-
ant a cause for great thanksgiving. I believe our heavenly Father 
is present in all created things.  He blesses all of us through the 
workings of His creation, which is the reflection of His Majesty.  

“But ask the beasts, and they will teach you; the birds of the 
heavens, and they will tell you; or the bushes of the earth, and 
they will teach you; and the fish of the sea will declare to you. 
Who among all these does not know that the hand of the Lord 

has done this? In his hand is the life of every living thing 
and the breath of all mankind. Job 12:7-10 ESV 

© 2015 Rosa Kingsbury 

Longtime member Rosa Kingsbury passed away in early 
October of this year. She was a faithful part of our church 
family ever since Pastor Ruth invited her to a church ser-
vice many years ago. Rosa loved the Lord and her AKJoy 
family. She was active in the Women of Joy ministry, per-
formed special music for some of the services, wrote devo-
tionals for the newsletter, and was one of the elders of the 
church.  Due to a debili-
tating illness that rendered 
her unable to drive from 
her home in Eagle River 
she couldn’t attend ser-
vices at AKJoy the last year 
of her life. We were sad-
dened by her sudden grad-
uation to glory in her sleep 
last month, but are looking 
forward to seeing her 
whole and healthy again in 
heaven. This month’s devotional is one that Rosa wrote a 
few years ago reprinted in honor of her life. 

offer grace filled responses instead of angry yelling or 
screaming that leads to regrets. Invite moms of preschool-
ers and elementary aged kids to join the gatherings the 
1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each month at 10:15 AM. 

Special Guest: AKJoy enjoyed 
the ministry of Justin Canavan, 
missionary to Japan last 
month. Justin kept everyone’s 
attention with an engaging 
presentation of the ministry 
that he is a part of In Tsukuba, 
Japan. You can find more info on Justin on ag.org 
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Kid's Club: We are firing up our KIDS Club Christmas Choir. 
Starting November 3rd, the kids will be prac-
ticing some energetic Christmas carols to 
share the love of Jesus to a cool beat. We 
have invited the kids in our community to join 
us for this event. To earn this badge student 
will go 

through 4 weeks of 
practice and be ready 
to sing for our Christ-
mas Party on Decem-
ber 8th. If you know 
any kids who like to 
sing invite them to join 
our kids choir. It’s go-
ing to be a lot of mov-
in’ groovin’ fun. 

 

Sunday School: The kids are 
learning stories about different 
kings in the Old Testament.  We 
have learned lessons about kind-
ness, found out what the word 
mercy means, learned that God 
answers prayers, and loves those 
who honor Him.   We look for-
ward to the upcoming holiday 
season in Sunday School; we will 
be making some fun crafts. If your child would like to 
attend Sunday School please let Mrs. Vanda know so she 
can order enough materials. Class begins at 9 AM. 

BGMC: We will be traveling to 
Thailand during the month of No-
vember - or the month of Thanks-
giving.  We will learn why children 
in Thailand are thankful for BGMC 
and why BGMC collections are so 
helpful there.  So hop on board- 
the cruise ship is docking in Thai-
land on November 3rd.  I hope you 
remembered to fall back an hour 

since we adjusted our clocks 
for Daylight Savings time!   

November is the month in which we Americans always celebrate 
the Thanksgiving holiday, so we invite you to join us in a month 
long thanks-giving challenge. Each day of this re-usable calendar 
provides a thankfulness prompt. Stick the larger version you’ll find 
at the end of the newsletter up on the fridge as a reminder to take 
time to be thankful each and every day. 

“Oh, give thanks to the Lord! 
Call upon His name; 
Make known His deeds among the peoples! 
Sing to Him, sing psalms to Him; 
Talk of all His wondrous works!” 

I Chronicles 16:8-9 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

• Nov 3rd - BGMC Sunday, westside 
Home Group meets at 6 PM 

• Nov 5th– MOPS 10:15 AM 

• Nov 10th– Pastor Appreciation,  
Thanksgiving service, eastside 
group meets at 7 PM 

• Nov 17th– westside Home Group 
meets at 6 PM 

• Nov 19th– MOPS 10:15 AM 

• Nov24th– eastside Home Group 
meets at 7 PM 

• Nov28th– Happy Thanksgiving! 

• Nov30th– Christmas Decorating 
Party 10 AM 

• Nov 1st -  BGMC Sunday, westside 
Home Group meets at 6 PM 

• Dec 8th– Christmas Program 10:30 
AM, eastside Home Group meets at 
7 PM 

AKJOY Church 

4335 Laurel St  

Anchorage AK 99508  

Ph: 907.349.0255  Web: akjoy.com   

email: office@akjoy.com 

facebook.com/AKJoyChurch/ 

Sunday Service 10:30 AM 

Kids Club 10:30 AM 

Pastors Caleb & Shayna Bialik 
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What if you had to start over from scratch? What might that 
look like for you? It is a sobering thought to think of having to 
rebuild your life from nothing.  This month’s missions moment 

highlights a ministry that 
is doing amazing things. 
And they are close at 
hand - down the street 
in fact -not some un-
known entity across the 
ocean. The Anchorage 
Gospel Rescue Mission, 

headed up by Rev. John Lamantia and team, is a Christian or-
ganization whose purpose is to show God’s love in a practical 
way; they are, “God's love on a mission”. They have been help-
ing people, “help themselves out of homelessness “ for nearly 
50 years. This ministry takes no money from the government 
but is instead supported by donations from the community.  
Their mission statement directs their ministry: “A meal. A bed. 
A soul well fed.” The Mission provides a warm meal, a place to 
sleep, and clothing for their clients while helping them find a 
new identity and a new life in Christ. 

They are, “a safety net for those who have no net”, functioning 
as an overnight shelter to house the homeless of our commu-
nity in a safe, warm environment. The 100 bed facility is full 
every night, and an average of 8000 meals per month are 
served all year round. The Mission serves many types of peo-
ple: working families who had an unexpected expense that 
drained their resources,  people in a new job who haven’t 
gotten a paycheck yet, veterans needing housing and employ-
ment,  women who need a safe place to sleep while making a 

new plan for their lives, and men who are looking for a way 
out of substance abuse. The Mission offers a six month shel-
ter accommodation for women returning to the work force 
and helps them transition to permanent housing. They also 
Bible studies and donor directed special events for the wom-
en. A one year Life Skills program allows between 25-30 men 
at a time an opportunity for recovery and reintegration back 
into a useful life. They have a Creative Beginnings Art Recov-
ery class and groups to support sobriety along with other 
services to help people get back on their feet, build commu-
nity, and foster a sense of accomplishment. In addition the 
Mission provides for laundry and shower services, limited 
medical care, counseling, GED completion and school sup-
plies. The clothing room provides work clothes for men and 
women, children’s clothing and winter gear as well as cloth-
ing that meets the needs of 
those living on the street.  
That’s a whole lotta ministry 
going on in one small place! 
While it’s true that God is 
doing incredible things 
around the globe, He’s also 
doing equally incredible 
things  right down the street in our own community. 

Currently the Mission needs socks and underwear and warm 
clothing for men, women, and children. Remember to pray 
for the Mission, those who staff it, and those who need to 
utilize the services the Mission provides. 

This article is adapted from the information available on the Mis-
sions Facebook page. Visit https://www.facebook.com/
anchoragegospelrescuemissionak/  for more information 




