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AKJoy’s Monthly Newsletter  January 2020 

The resurrection of those who have fallen 
asleep in Christ and their translation to-
gether with those who are alive and re-
main unto the coming of the Lord is the 
imminent and blessed hope of the church.          
1 Thess 4:16-17,  1 Cor 15:51-52 

For additional scripture references, a full 
transcript of this truth, and more about 
our beliefs visit https://ag.org/Beliefs/
Statement-of-Fundamental-Truths 

Happy New Year! Aaaaaand we’re off! Woot woot—all ready to begin a new 
year of adventure with God. Who knows what surprises He has in store, but 
we can be assured that since He is good, whatever He has planned will be 
good. We’re glad that you’re a part of our service this morning.  And thank 
you for joining us for another issue of our monthly newsletter. There’s a devo-
tional, a recap from last month, information about upcoming events, and con-
tact information so that you can stay connected with us all month long. 

Pastor’s Corner 

We all have goals, plans, hopes, and dreams for our future. Things we 
want to start—or maybe stop—doing. But how do we get there? This five-
part series based on Levi Lusko’s teachings, explores some spiritual and 
practical steps you can take to become the person you want to be in five 
years. Join us Sunday morning at 10:30 AM for: 

 The Life You Get Stuck With 

 In the Absence of A Crisis 

 Too Small To Fail 

 From Evening To Morning 

  What Can be Taken Away 

What changes can you make now to become the person you want to be in 
five years? 

Pastor Shayna 

Volodymyr Tverdikhib on dreamrsitime.com 



 

Cold Case Christianity 
 

As a seasoned detective, J. 
Warner Wallace shares his 
personal journey from atheism 
to Christian certainty while 
describing the essential 
components of eyewitness 
reliability, abductive reasoning 
and the rules of evidence. 
Christianity is based on a claim 
about an event from the 
distant past for which there is 
little or no forensic evidence. 
Learning how to apply cold-
case investigative skills allows 
us to examine the evidence 
and discover the truth.  

Join us 
Sunday 
Nights at 
our home 
groups for 
this 
fascinating 
series. 
Everyone is welcome to attend. 
Invite any friends who are 
interested in this style of 
teaching and study. 

Happy New Year! We’ve come full circle back 
to the beginning of another year. 2019 has 
been a good year, and we’re thankful for all 
that God has done. Here’s a quick recap of 
December’s activities.  

Special Guest Service: AKJoy started off the 
month of Decem-
ber with guest 
missionary speak-
ers Shawn and 
Katie Barnett. 
Shawn shared a 
wonderful mes-

sage and talked about their ministry. Their 
daughter sang 
and played a song 
for the offering 
time, and Katie 
had a display with 
information and 
prayer cards set 
up in the foyer. They even stayed afterwards 
to help us decorate the building.  

 Christmas Decorating: Because we share 
our building with other 
people we were not 
able to do our regularly 
scheduled decorating. 
Instead we hauled out 
the boxes of holiday 
cheer and decorated 
the sanctuary after the 
service the first Sunday 
of the month. Thank 

you to everyone who hung out afterwards to 
help holiday-ize our building. Join us January 

8th  at 10 AM to reverse decorate. 

MOPS & 
MOMSNEXT: 
The moms 
groups had 
some new fac-
es as they 

talked about how to teach our kids 
about Jesus without getting bogged 
down in religious frameworks. EX: not 
saying the same rote prayer over and 
over again but showing our kids about 
the relationship in prayer that we have 
with Jesus. Our next meeting is the third 
Tuesday of Jan at 10:15 am.   

Christmas Program/Party: Our 
church fam-
ily loves to 
gather and 
fellowship. 
We came 
together 
the second 
week in December to celebrate the birth 

of Christ 
with some 
music by the 
kids choir, 
snacks, and a 
white ele-
phant gift 

exchange. There were some interesting 
gifts and some interesting responses by 
the recipients. Thank you to everyone 
who participated. We’re glad that you’re 
a part of our family. 

DEVOTIONAL Praying Through The Tabernacle 

We are beginning the year with a focus on prayer. February we will be fasting and pray-
ing for 21 days together as a church family. There are many ways to pray, and many 
prayer guides available to help keep you on track. This month’s devotional features a 
brief tutorial on how to pray through the Tabernacle. This is just a quick overview; I will 
provide links at the end for several sites that can give you more detail and sample pray-
ers you can use to model your own prayers after if you so desire.  

There are many variations of this prayer model out there to choose from. This version is 
close to the one I learned when we attended MCA many years ago. This style can be 
done in a group setting with a moderator or prayer leader, or it can just as easily be 
done by yourself in your personal prayer time at home. It basically uses the parts of the 
Tabernacle furnishings as stations. No, you don’t have to have a working model in your 
home to use this outline; you just need to know the  main stations. They are: The door, 
the Bronze Altar, the Laver, the Lampstand, the Table of Shewbread, the Altar of In-
cense, and the Holy of Holies/the Ark of the Covenant. Cont on p4      
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Homegroups: The home-
groups met the first two weeks 
of December and finished up 
Andy Stanley’s Christmas series. 
The groups are taking a holiday 
break and will resume January 
12th at 6 PM at the Fields’ 
home. The rest of the month 
the groups will combine at the 
Bialik’s home at 7 PM. Everyone 
is welcome to join us. Invite a 
friend and come on over. We 
will be working our way 
through the series “Cold Case 
Christianity” (see below) 
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BGMC: Last month the kids visited the Dominican Republic to 
learn about Christmas traditions the children there enjoy and to 
see how our BGMC dollars are changing lives in that nation. 
BGMC will take a break this month, resuming in February with a 
“Share the Love” theme to kick off 2020. There’s still plenty of 
time to pick a personal or family mission to support. If you mis-
placed your list from December I’m sure Mrs. Vanda can find 
another one for you. We will still receive our monthly BGMC 
offering, and we’ll have the 2019 BGMC giving totals for you 
next month. Thank you for your support of BGMC. 

KIDS Club: The KIDS Club Choir presented the songs they learned during their choir 
practices leading up to our Christmas party. Thank you 
to those of you who filled in for Pastor Shayna and 
taught the Kids’ lesson while they were enjoying some 
vacation time in Arizona. There will be no badge pro-
ject for this month for the kids. Consider having a fami-

ly night one evening. Make some playdough and drink hot cocoa with the kids.  

Shorter winter days and long, 
dark nights can give you and 
your kids a case of cabin fever. 
Try making some playdough to 
keep them occupied. They can 
fashion all sorts of free form art 
with their hands or use cookie 
cutters to cut out shapes; the 
possibilities are endless. Make 
hot cocoa to drink while you  
have fun creating with 
playdough together.   

Playdough 
2 C All purpose flour 

3/4 C salt 

4 tsp cream of  tartar 

2 C water 

2 TBS vegetable or coconut oil 

Combine flour, salt and cream of 
tartar in a saucepan. Add the 
water and oil and mix well. Cook 
over medium heat stirring con-
stantly until the dough has thick-
ened and formed into a ball.  
Remove from heat and put into 
a gallon size baggie or onto 
waxed paper. Allow to cool 
slightly and then knead until 
smooth.  If you want to make 
the playdough into different col-
ors divide the dough among sev-
eral quart sized baggies and add 
food coloring. Start with five 
drops and gradually add more 
until you reach the desired color.  
It will keep for three months 
stored in the baggies.  

https://www.iheartnaptime.net/
play-dough-recipe/ 

1/3 C unsweetened cocoa powder 

3/4 C white sugar 

Pinch of Salt 

1/3 c water 

3 1/2 C milk 

3/4 tsp vanilla 

1/2 C 1/2 & 1/2 

Combine the cocoa, sugar and salt in a saucepan. Blend in the boiling water. Bring 
this mixture to an easy boil while you stir. Simmer and stir for about 2 minutes. 
Watch that it doesn't scorch. Slowly stir in 3 1/2 cups of milk and heat until very hot, 
but do not boil! Remove from heat and add vanilla. Divide between 4 mugs. Add the 
1/2&1/2 to the mugs of cocoa to cool it to drinking temperature. https://
www.allrecipes.com/recipe/20211/creamy-hot-cocoa/ 

AKJoy has been allowing Parachutes Club to use our building for their ministry several 
times a month. Each Monday night they open their doors to Teens for dinner and dis-
cussion at 6 PM. The first and third Friday of the month they hold an ice cream social 
which provides time for the kids to hang out and have fun in a safe environment. During 
the holidays they had a Thanksgiving dinner for the kids and their families and a Christ-
mas get together the twenty-third of December. We’re excited to have the chance to 
be a blessing to Parachutes and be a part of what God is doing in the lives of Teens. 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

• Jan 5th  - BGMC Sunday 

• Jan 8th  - Reverse decorating Day 10 AM 

• Jan 11th  - Bialik’s return  

• Jan 12th – Home group at the Fields’ home 
6 PM 

• Jan 17th – Community Night: UAA/
Alabama hockey game 7 PM  

• Jan 19th  - Home Group at the Bialik’s 
home at 7 PM  

• Jan 21st-  MOPS/MOMSNEXT  10:15 AM 

• Jan 26th - Home Group at the Bialik’s home 
at 7 PM 

• Feb 2nd - Annual business meeting, BGMC 
Sunday 

• Feb 4th– MOPS/MOMSNEXT 10:15 AM 

AKJOY Church 

4335 Laurel St  

Anchorage AK 99508  

Ph: 907.349.0255  Web: akjoy.com   

email: office@akjoy.com 

facebook.com/AKJoyChurch/ 

Sunday Service 10:30 AM 

Kids Club 10:30 AM 

Pastors Caleb & Shayna Bialik 

We’ve adjusted our missions strategy just a bit. Instead of just 
sending money each month to missionaries 
we don’t have a relationship with, we are 
focusing more on reaching out into our 
community and sup-
porting groups and 
ministries that are 
right in our own back 
yard, so to speak. 
Last month we took 
cookies and cocoa to 

grateful teachers and staff at two elemen-
tary schools. They thoroughly enjoyed the 
goodies we left in their break rooms. 

This month we will be doing a sock, hat, scarf, and glove drive. 
Please take part in this effort 
by donating clean, warm new 
socks, hats, gloves, and 
scarves. Let your friends know 
as well so they can get in on 
the blessing. We will be col-
lecting the items all month 
long and will deliver them to 
the Anchorage Rescue Mis-
sions at the end of the month. 

Thank you in advance for your help and support.  

February Sermon Series 
Where you sit is more im-
portant than you realize. If 
you 
want to 
wind up 
in the 
right 
spot 
you 
need to 
be careful where you sit. 

DEVOTIONAL cont from p 2 

DOOR: Jesus is the door; we come to the Father through Him. 
Spend time worshiping and thanking Jesus. 

BRONZE ALTAR: Place of  sacrifice, repentance, asking for-
giveness, forgiving others. Thank Jesus for His sacrifice. 

LAVER: Place of washing. Spend time in the word, ask God to 
cleanse you of anything ungodly or unclean in your life. Ask Him 
to give you clean hands and a pure heart. 

LAMPSTAND: Speaks of the Holy Spirit and God’s anointing. 
Pray for a fresh anointing and revelation in your own life, also 
pray for ministers/ministries, your church etc. 

TABLE OF SHEWBREAD: Place of communion with God. Spend 

time reading God’s word. Ask for a fresh word 
and spend time fellowshipping with Him. Pray for 
your needs here. 

ALTAR OF INCENSE: Place of intercession. Spend 
time interceding for friends, family, enemies, na-
tional/state leaders, salvation of the lost, etc. 

HOLY OF HOLIES: Place of worship and intimacy 
with God. Spend time being quiet and worshiping 
Him. 

Here are some links for you to explore that are 
variations on the Tabernacle prayer theme. All 
have much more information than we are able to 
present here. 

https://sermons.faithlife.com/sermons/79243-
praying-through-the-tabernacle. 

https://www.apostolic.edu/a-guide-to-praying-
through-the-tabernacle-plan/ 

http://www.bethelupc.org/bulletin/2010/Praying
-Through-the-Tabernacle(screen).pdf 
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